SUMMARY OF NECESSARY DOCUMENTS

Provide the following original documents (or copies, if originals are not available).  Note-not all the following documents may be required.
Death Certificate (Certified Copy)
Will/Codicil

Written Gift List for Tangible Personal Property

Trust Agreements created by decedent or ones from which he or she benefited

Agreement as to Status of Property/Community Property Agreement

Durable Power of Attorney for decedent (Financial & Health)
Durable Power of Attorney for others but which names decedent to act

Pre or Post-nuptial Agreements

Divorce Decrees (Copy filed with Court, together with fully executed Property Settlement Agreement and Child Support Order, if any).
Adoption papers for children or other descendants who might inherit

Deeds to all real estate (initially copies of recorded documents are OK)
Title insurance policies on real estate

Appraisals of real estate

Loan information OWED BY decedent on all real estate 

(mortgages, deeds of trust, asset or equity lines, contracts) with copy of any monthly statement for payment of loan balances
Evidence of debt OWED TO decedent

(real estate sales, promissory notes, deeds of trust)

Rental or lease agreements 

Appraisals of personal property

Past 3 years of federal income tax returns/statements

Cash on Hand

Checks received, but not deposited

Stock Certificates or Brokerage firm statements showing:

Company Name/# shares/certificate #/type of stock/how titled/CUSIP numbers/dividend dates

Bonds or Brokerage firm statements showing:

Name of bond/who issued by/face amount/due date/interest payment dates/how titled/CUSIP/interest owed at death

Life Insurance policies owned by decedent on self or on others

Annuity paperwork

Vehicle Titles/debt paperwork

Bank Statements (checking/savings/Certificates of Deposit/money markets)

Statements for Retirement/Pension Accounts

Evidence of other debts

Paperwork relating to any lawsuit

Business Agreements

Receipts for Funeral Expenses
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